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UNQUALIFIED OPPosITION. 


The “ Registered Existing Practitioners,” whose 
opposition was so formidable to us thirty years 
ago, are now rapidly dying out. Roughly speak- 
ing, at one time there was about one registered 
man to every three qualified ones: to-day the pro- 
portion is only about one to seventeen. he 
number of registered men remaining on the list is 
now little more than 200; and, as it is certain 
that not a few have retired from practice, the 
number in actual work may be confidently set 
down as something well under 200. All produced 
evidence of having been in practice since 1876, so 
their decrease must soon become more rapid. Ten 
years hence few will be left in active practice, and 


their opposition will be hardly worth mentioning. 


On the other hand, most experienced practi- 
tioners will agree that cpposition from men who 
are not even registered is on the increase. These 
men are a heterogenous body; and a long essay 
would be necessary to analyse the different classes 
and their sources, and to consider the methods of 
dealing with them. At present we can only touch 
upon one or two points. 

We cannot hope to exterminate unqualified prac- 
titioners legally—the law will never do more than 
prevent them from assuming our title. We maydo 
something to limit their numbers and their effec- 
tiveness ; our Council’s recent decision to suppress 
the employment of unqualified assistants by veteri- 
nary surgeons will ultimately have much effect in 
this direction. Very many of the most successful 
unqualified practitioners, including many registered 
men, were originally unqualified assistants, and the 
Council's action will deprive such men of their best 
training ground. The effect will not be very per- 
ceptible for a long time, but so many living quali- 
fied men have helped to manufacture the present 
unqualified opposition that we have little right to 
be impatient. 

Again, there are directions in which we might do 
more to meet unqualified men on their own ground. 
Castration, especially of farm stock, is largely left 
to unqualified men—in many districts a veterinary 
surgeon willing to do it can hardly be found. 
Consequently, castrators are more common than 
need be ; they usually attempt general practice, and 
they find endless opportunities of winning over the 
actual clients of veterinary surgeons. Castration 
is neither pleasant nor in itself very lucrative work, 
but there are many districts in which a member 
ready to do it may easily transform a poor practice 
into a good one. 

A fuller examination of the subject will show 
Many points in which we ourselves have been, at 
least, a little at fault. 


FRACTORE OF INCISOR TEETH 
IN THE HORSE, 


The necessity for removal of the permanent in- 
cisors occurs but seldom. It is a peculiarly satis- 
factory operation inasmuch as it is one of the few 
equine dental procedures in which one can, with 
safety to the patient, use a general anesthetic. 
The following may be of interest :— 


History. A cavalry horse during an exercise was 
kicked in the mouth by another horse, causing an 
incomplete transverse fracture of the upper central 
incisors close to the alveolar margin, and exposing 
the pulp. The teeth were driven back towards the 
roof of the mouth. The lips were not involved in 
the injury. Extraction was decided upon. 


Operation. The animal in the recumbent position 
was anesthetised. The chloroform muzzle being 
removed, a roll of absorbent wool with its ends 
well projected was placed across the bars of the 
mouth to soak up blood and dressing. The jaws 
were then fixed by winding a webbing around the 
muzzle. Having cleansed the surgical area, the 
head was propped up with the usual straw-stuffed 
sack, and the operation commenced. The gum and 
mucous membrane was removed as far back as was 
necessary, and the periosteum scraped away with a 
curette. The anterior alveolar plates of the two 
teeth were then cit out with a }in. cold chisel 
exposing the whole length of the fangs; prising 
up the teeth thus exposed was simple. It only re- 
mained to trim and smooth the sides of the sockets 
and the alveolar septum, snip off the fragments of 
mucous membrane, flush out with warm 1-1000 
Potass. perm. sol., and the task was completed. 

It is to be noted in passing that the use of 
extraction forceps for the permanent incisor teeth 
of any but very old horses is laborious, and the 
effort may even prove futile. 

The complacency of the animal in this case, both 
before and after the operation was striking. He 
was not troubled, as is the unfortunate human in 
similar circumstances, by the thoughts of esthetic 
dentistry to come. 

I am indebted to M. Louis A. Merillat’s “ Animal 
Dentistry ” for the simple and concice description 
contained therein of this operation. 


J. R, Hopexins. F.R.c.v.8., Capt. a.v.c. 
Dublin. 
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THE TREATMENT OF EPIZOOTIC ABORTION 
IN LARGE HERDS. 


In acknowledging the numerous communications I 
have received in reference to my article on “Epizootic 
abortion in dairy herds,” which was published in The 
Veterinary Record, Oct. 4th, 1913, I can assure my 
correspondents, that it will be a duty and a pleasure for 
me to supply, as far as my ability will enable me, all 
the information which has been asked for. 

The lines of treatment suggested in my article are 
only suitable for extensive outbreaks of epizootic 
abortion in dairy herds, and are too expensive for single 
cases on dairy farms. 

In reference to the leading questions, the following 
are my su, tions :— 

(1) “ Lhave always removed the placenta mechanic- 
ly but if there is a better way, I should like to know?” 

‘or ‘_ * years I was en single-handed in one 
of the largest cattle practices in the world, and 
certainly the largest in Australia. These were my 
methods :— 

If the case was only a short distance from my head- 
quarters, after removing the fcetus, the uterus was irri- 
gated with a bucketful of warm water (about 100° F. to 
which was added a small quantity of Tincture of iodine. 
A large funnel and six feet of ?-in. rubber hose form a 
necessary part of the outfit required in a cattle practice. 
The addition of iodine has a twofold object, (1) it is a 
good antiseptic, (2) it prevents the cow eating the pla- 
centa, thereby removing all doubt that the afterbirth 
has been expelled. A dairyman having a herd of over 
100 cows cannot afford the time to note if the newly- 
calved cow has expelled the placenta or not. 

Tn cases a long distance from headquarters the after- 
birth should be removed after the delivery of the fcetus, 
this obviates all risk of having to make a second visit to 
the recently calved cow. 

(2) “ How long after parturition do you use the irri- 

tion for retained placenta?” In the summer one day. 

n the winter two to three days. 

(3) “ How often do you irrigate to remove a retained 
placenta ?” 

In such cases I fill the uterus with a hot aqueous 
solution of 1 per cent. carbonate of soda, commercial, 
i.e, washing soda. This loosens up the membranes, 
and by its weight causes the cow to exert an expulsive 
effort. In the majority of such cases all the mem- 
branes come away at once; provided there is no decom- 
position of the placenta, no further treatment is re- 
quired. Should the membranes be retained after such 
an se gee of the uterine cavity, it is to be antici- 
pated that they are retained through being wound round 
the maternal cotyledons, or adherent to the walls of 
the uterus. The correct procedure in such cases is to 
remove the retained placenta by mechanical means, 
bearing in mind that the first principle is that the 
maternal ap pom must not be injured, lest there be 
absorption of sepsis which may accompany such cases. 

In the removal of the placenta from the uterine walls, 
the fingers and short finger nails only should be used, 
no surgical instruments are admissible; should the 
membranes be wound round the maternal cotyledons 
great care should be exercised, and they should be re- 
moved in the manner which one exerts in undoing a 
button of a garment. Should there be a septic condi- 
tion of the contents of the uterus, before their removal 
liberal irrigation with hot water and iodine should be 
adopted. After the membranes are removed another 
flushing is required ; if the uterus has lost its tone, and 
does not expel the contents, it is necessary to use the 

» asa syphon, and remove all the fluid from the 
uterine cavity with a clean sponge. If the first manipu- 
lation is done in a thorough manner further exploration 


is not necessary ; flushing with hot water and iodine 
once a day is all that is required until the uterus is in a 
normal condition. Under such conditions the following 

e long limb of the when using as a 0 
should be filled with solution before the short ‘Tabs 
placed in the uterus. 

The hose requires to be guided by the hand when 
entering the os uteri. 

Clean hands and arms are necessary in such manipu- 
lation. Although the uterus and the membranes are in 
a septic condition it is not n to add a new 
strain of micro-organisms by hands and arms which are 
not clean enough to be beyond suspicion. 

Cuts and scratches of the hands and arms should be 
treated with liniment of iodine. Many obsietricians in 
veterinary practice have regretted not adopting this 
necessary precaution. 

When called in to treat a cow, in ag | outfit are a 6ft. 
length of three-quarter inch rubber ose, a funnel, a 
light hard wood mouth with a hole in its middle 
large enough to pass the hose through, and a blocked 
saline purge. If the cow requires a purge, the blocked 
saline ~ powder is added to three-quarters of a 
bucket of hot water and well stirred, the mouth is 
fixed in the mouth by means of a strap with buckles on 
both sides placed behind the horns and ears, while 
straps over the nose and under the lower jaw keep it in 
soe The end of the hose is passed through the 

ole in the gag to the back of the mouth, then gently 
pushing it into the cesophagus, making sure that it has 
not entered the trachea by feeling its passage along the 
jugular furrow on the left hand side of the neck, then 
pass into the entrance of the rumen. An eructation of 
gas will be an indication that the hose has entered the 
rumen. The hose in position, fix the funnel in the other 
end and pour in the contents of the bucket from an 
elevated position, ¢.e. by standing on a box. The same 
hose and funnel can be used for the irrigation of 
wounds, flushing out the uterus, the administration of 
rectal injections, as a syphon to remove fluids used in 
flushing out the uterus, and for irrigating and syphon- 
ing medicated solution from the stomach in cases of 
poisoning. 


Adelaide, South Australia. 


J. DEsMOND, 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Po1sonInG oF CATTLE BY INsEcT Birss. 


In the district of Neustadt, Hanover, in the season 
of pasturage of the year 1911, numerous cases of 
illness in cattle occurred as a consequence of the 
bites of the fly Simuliwm ornatum. 

The affected animals suddenly refused food, and 
showed a tottering gait. Soft painful swellings, 
warmer than the surrounding tissues, appeared 
upon the throat, neck, udder, and the inner sur- 
faces of the thighs. In some cases, a bloody nasal 
discharge was seen. Out of 60 cases, 33 were fatal, 
Some animals died after only one or two hours’ 
illness, others not till after from twenty-four to 
thirty-six hours. 

Post-mortem examination showed well-marked 
saturation of theskin subcutis, punctiform hcmor- 
hages in the muscles (which were black-red in 
colour), serous effusions in the pleural and pre 
toneal cavities and in the pericardium, punctiform 


hemorrhages under the parietal pleura and 
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toneum, and upon the endocardium and epi- 
cardium, and an opaque appearance of the liver and 
kidneys. The spleen was either unaltered or 
swollen. The cardiac muscle was black-red in 
colour, and punctiform hemorrhages were seen in 
it. The ventricles were tensely filled with black- 
red and imperfectly coagulated blood. 

In animals that were slaughtered in extremis, 
the flesh quickly changed colour, became dark to 
blackness, assumed a watery condition, and putre- 
fied easily. Prophylactically, the parts of the 
animals’ Lodies where the hairs were scanty were 
wetted with a mixed aqueous solution of lysol. 
creolin, and alum. The treatment adopted in the 
case of animals already affected was the adminis- 
tration of cardiac stimulants in the form of coffee, 
rum, or cognac, or the subcutaneous injection of 
caffeine,—(Miinch. Tver. Woch.) 

[Neumann mentions several species of Simulium, 
and names two in particular—S. maculatum and 
S. columbatczense—as having caused fatalities in 
stock. Hedoes not refer to S. ornatum—or, at 
least, not under that name. S. ornatum, with 
several other species of Simuliwm, is found in this 
country; and Fleming found S. Reptans exceed- 


Staffordshire. According to Laboulbéne, the various 
species of Simuliwm are somewhat difficult to dis- 
tinguish from one another.—Transi. | 


Tue Toxin CONTAINED IN THE ASCARIS 
MEGALOCEPHALA. 


M. Weinberg, of the Pasteur Institute, and A. 
Julien, of the Veterinary Sanitary Service of the 
Seine, have been working upon this subject for 
two years, and state their results in a long article. 
After pointing out the numerous instances in which 
the handling and dissection of ascarides has caused 
toxic effects in human beings, they proceed to 
consider the toxicity of the ascaridian secretion for 
the small animals of the laboratory. On this point 
different investigators have reached opposite 
opinions, but the authors, having collected the peri- 
enteric liquid by a special method of their own 
which they describe, have satisfied themselves that 
itis toxic, and lethally so, for such animals as 
guinea-pigs. The degree of toxicity, however, 
varies in different samples of freshly obtained peri- 
enteric liquid. 

Further, the authors have investigated the effect 
of the ascaridian toxin upon the actual host of the 
parasite by instilling the peri-enteric liquid of the 
Ascaris megalocephala into the conjunctival sac of 
the horse, and have also endeavoured to elucidate 
the nature of the toxin or toxins contained in the 
liquid. They report their results with considera- 
ble detail, and their main conclusions may be sum- 
marised as follows: 

1. The peri-enteric liquid of the Ascaris megalo- 

hala is injurious not only to the animals of the 

ratory, but also to the horse himself. The 
ascaris therefore secretes a veritable toxin. 

2. Instilled into the eye of the horse, the ascari- 
dian toxin, in two-thirds of the cases, causes a local 
reaction characterised by cedema of the eyelids, 


3. Sometimes this local reaction is accompanied 
by more serious symptoms, such as dyspnoea, 
diarrhcea, and profuse sweating. 

4. The ocular reaction appears very quickly, 
and only spe for from twelve to twenty-four 
hours. The general symptoms, though sometimes 
very alarming, disappear at the end of from two 
to three hours. (These serious general symptoms 
are most frequently observed in thin and debilita- 
ted horses, but this is only a general and not an 
invariable rule.) 

5. The action of the toxin varies greatly with 
the samples of peri-enteric liquid collected it may 
cause ocular symptoms even when the toxin is 
diluted up to 1 in 5000. 

6. The peri-enteric liquid owes its toxic effect to 
a series of active substances, not to one alone. 

7. The toxin is thermostable, traverses the 
Chamberland filter, and is partially dissolved in 
alcohol and ether. Its volatile products are also 
toxic. 

8. Horses infested by ascarides gradually be- 
come immunised against the action of the toxin 
secreted by the parasites. In such horses the in- 
stillation of peri-enteric liquid does not in general 
provoke ocular reaction. 

9. The serum of horses infested by ascarides 
contains specific anti-bodies, which are capable of 
neutralising very weak dilutions of the ascaridian 
toxin in vitro. 

10. Among the other intestinal parasites of the 
horse, the sclerostomes alone secrete a substance 
capable of provoking an ocular reaction. This re- 
action is less frequent and more feeble than that 
caused by the peri-enteric liquid of the ascaris.— 
L’ Hygiene de la Viande et du Lait. 


CENTRAL HEMIPLEGIA IN A Horse. 


Busch records (Zeitschr. fiir: Veterindérkunde) the 
case of a horse which he was called to treat, and 
found showing the following symptoms. The 
tongue was hanging a hand’s breadth out of the 
left corner of the mouth, and the left under lip 
hung loosely downwards. The upper lip and the 
tip of the nose were twisted to the right, thereb 
narrowing, lengthening, and lowering the left 
nostril. The left ear was hanging loosely and 
horizontally downwards, and could not be moved. 
The eyelids of the left eye were unable to close, and 
the upper one had sunk downwards. The head 
was turned obliquely to the right. In consequence 
of the narrowing of the left nostril, the breathin 
was rendered rather difficult. The pulse was 

r minute, and the rectal temperature was 100° F. 
Shortly cut food was taken up with the incisor 
teeth, but a great deal of it fell out of the mouth, 
covered with saliva, during mastication. The horse 
could take water, and in doing so immersed the 
head up to the corners of the mouth. 

When standing in the stall the patient pushed 
the left side of the head against the edge of the 
manger, and leaned with the same side of the body 
against the wall. It could only be led out of the 
stall when turned towards the left, and pushed and 


congestion of the conjunctiva, and lachrymation. 


supported by several people. 
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The gait in progression was uncertain, the limbs 
on the left side being brought forward with a drag- 
ging movement, and placed on the ground as if 
groping. In movement, the horse pressed strongly 
to the left, and rolled in every direction during 
turning. The left eye showed marked dimness and 
opacity of the cornea, and the conjunctiva was very 
much reddened and swollen. 

The symptoms of paralysis increased in the 
course of a few days, so that the horse could 
scarcely stand upright. It was therefore put into 
slings. The next day it showed symptoms of great 
agitation, pressed with the raised head against the 
manger and then backwards, thereby slipping out 
of the slings. It then fell to the ground, and could 
not again be brought to the standing position. 
Water was still taken, but not food. The tempera- 
ture was now 99:1°F., and the pulse 50 per 
minute. 

After three days the horse rose, shook itself, took 
hay, and could stand. The symptoms of pushing 
with the head, leaning against the wall, and the 
above described abnormal progression, were no 
longer seen, but the oblique carriage of the head 
and the deportment of the tongue and upper lip 
remained, and the lower lip still hung loosely 
downwards. An ulcer was now present in the 
middle of the cornea of the left eye. The horse 
received soft food and hay. The condition im- 
proved, and after three and a half months the 
symptoms of paralysis had dwindled to an insignifi- 
cant hanging downwards of the lower lip. 

The author briefly sketches the cherapeutic 
treatment adopted. The muscles of the ear and 
face were massaged daily. For a fortnight the 
horse daily received an injection of strychnine, and 
in the third and fourth weeks injections of veratrin. 
In the latter course of the case electricity was 
— daily. 

he author suspects that the cause of the condi- 
tion was a blow or push with the head against the 
manger or the wall of the stall, which was a very 
narrow one.—(Miinchener Tier. Woch.) 


Bots as A Cause or CoLic. 


Seegert records (Zeitschr. fiir Vet.) the following 
case. A horse, which had been at grass during the 
previous summer, suffered from irregularly inter- 
mittent attacks of colic. The action of the bowels 
was good, despite the liability to colic. Seegert 
suspected bots as the cause of the trouble. He 
therefore gave, three times at intervals of two 
hours, two gelatine-capsuled balls each containing 
8 grammes (=3jij.) of bisulphide of carbon, and 
followed this up by giving 25 grammes of extract 
of aloes a few hours after the last couple of carbon 
bisulphide balls. On the second day pulpy evacua- 
tions set in, in which over 200 bots were counted. 
From that time forth the horse was healthy. 
—(Berliner Tier. Woch.) 

W. R. Cz 


[Cause and effect seem so plain here that the 
case appears to be worth noting as a contribution 
to a very old question.— Transl. ] 


WEST OF SCOTLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
[NationaL V.M.A.—Scortisn Brancn]. 


The annual ganerel meeting was held at the Glasgow 
Veterinary College on Wednesday, 14th January, at 
3.30 p.m. In the unavoidable absence of the President, 
Mr Phos. A. Douglas, M.R.c.v.s., Kilmarnock, presided. 
The following members were present: Messrs. Hugh 
Begg, Hamilton; McGeoch, Paisley; John Taylor, 
Cathkin ; Jas. F. Taylor, Hamilton; J. G. Reynard, 
Perth ; Geo. W. Weir, Glasgow ; Jas. F. Macintyre. 
Apologies for absence were intimated from the Presi- 
dent: Prof. J. R. McCall, Messrs. Jas. Macfarlane and 
R. G. Anderson. 

On the motion of Mr. Begg, it was agreed to accept 
the minutes of the previous meeting as read. 

Election of Officers.—The present office-bearers were 
ear, viz.: President, Prof. J. R 


elected for another 
r. Geo. W. Weir ; Secretary, Mr 


McCall ; 7'reasurer, 
Jas. F. Macintyre. 

Correspondence. The SECRETARY read a letter from 
the Secretary of the Royal Sanitary Institute intimati 
that the Institute would hold a Congress at Blackpoo 
on July 6th-11th, 1914, and asking that delegates be 
nominated from this Association to attend. 

Mr. Taytor (Cathkin) proposed that this 
matter be left over till next meeting, and this was car 
ried unanimously. 

A letter from Mr. W. Shipley, F R.c.v.s., Hon. Sec 
and Treasurer of the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund asking that the question of a subscription to this 
Fund be introduced. 

Mr. Reynarp proposed that a guinea be sent to the 
Benevolent Fund, and this was seconded by Mr. Weir. 

A letter from Mr. Henry Gray, 23 Upper Phillimore 
Place, London, w., Hon. Sec.and Treasurer to the “ Hunt- 
ing Memorial Fund.” On the termination of the read- 
ing of this letter, sympathetic references to the death of 
the late Mr. William Hunting were made by the Chair- 
man and Mr. Bege. On the motion of the latter gen- 
tleman, seconded by Mr. Reynard, it was a; os thes 
ward a sum of two guineas to the Hunting Fund. 

The TREASURER read a letter from Prof. Bradley 
Principal of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edin 
burgh, referring to the position of this Association in 
relation to the National Veterinary Association, in 
which he indicated that for every member of this Asso- 
ciation who pays his subscription, our Treasurer pays to 
the Secretary or Treasurer of the National a capitation 
fee of 1s. Prof. Bradley further added that every mem- 
ber for whom we paid a capitation fee may become a 
member of the National on payment of an annual sub- 
scription of 7s. 6d. 

On the motion of Mr. Begg, seconded by Mr. Douglas, 
it was agreed to leave this matter in the hands of a 
committee composed of the President, Treasurer and 
Secretary, to decide the annual fee to this Association 
in its relation to the National. 

A meeting was held later by this committee, when it 
was decided that 10s. 6d. be the annual subscription to 
this Association. 


THE TUBERCULOSIS ORDER, 1913.—ADJOURNED 
Discussion. 


Mr. TayYLor said that in opening this discussion on 
the subject of the Tuberculosis Order, he did not think 
he could give epee gee about it. Mr. Douglas had 

iven them some insight into the working of the Order 
y an inspector, and he would suggest that he might 
take up the Order as it affected the private practitioner. 


He thought that general practitioners were more or less 
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in favour of the Order, and he thought he was rizht in 
saying that they wanted the working of it to b2 a 


success. 

Mr. Douglas had remarked in the op2ning part of his 

yper that tuberculosis had for many years been giving 
all concerned a good deal of worry ; m2etings had been 
held, prpers read, and discussions had taken place, com- 
missions had been app>inted, reports issued, but not 
much had been done to eradicate the disease from 
amongst our stocks. Now the Board of Agriculture 
had moved, and issued an Order. However small some 
of us may think that Order is, it is hoped that it may 
be only the thin edge of the wedge, and if proper use is 
made of it and good results are seen to come from its 
enforcement, we may expect to find the Order altered, 
and amended so as to tackle tuberculosis in a more 
thorough manner. i 

Mr. Douglas says the Order is a very gentle begin- 
ning, the object being to get rid of two of the most 
dangerous classes of tubercular animals. Will this be 
the case? If we look at it from another side, take the 
clinically aftected animal, an animal we are certain 
by clinical examination is affected by tuberculosis, if in 
fair condition and udder free from any induration and 
giving plenty of milk, she is allowed to keep her place 
in the byre—she does not come under the Order—and 
the result is that she is contaminating the whole sur- 
roundings. Animals standing with her, if predisposed 
to the disease, become affected, the milk drawn from the 
other cows is polluted by tubercle bacilli and the disease 
is spread broadcast, seeds are sown which produce a 
new crop of udder affected and emaciated animals, thus 
helping to frustrate the good effect we expected to 
derive from the Order. But if we had the clinically 
affected cow included under the Order and compensa- 
tion given for her, then the emaciated animal would 
disappear, for if found, the owner might be prosecuted 
for keeping her. Mr. Douglas in his paper notes this 
clinically affected animal, but a passing note is not of 
much good, all having public health and the health of 
our stocks at heart, must bestir themselves and approach 
the Board of Agriculture asking for an extension of the 
Order. Want of money will be the excuse, but money 
can be got for other objects and it can be got for this. 
The £60,000 allowed for removing the emaciated cows 
would be better spent in compensating for the clinically 
affected animal, for if spent thus the “piner” would 
disappear. 

With Mr. Douglas in his definition of emaciation I 
am afraid I cannot agree. His opinion appears to be 
that if an animal is leaner, and not in the same condi- 
tion as her neighbours in the same stock, he would hold 
that she is an emaciated animal ; but take that animal 
and place her in another stock not so well cared for, 
there she may be the best-looking animal in that stock. 
This animal, in my opinion, comes under the class 
“clinically affected,” not “emaciated.” The reading of 
the Order is emaciation, a “piner,” an animal worth 

ker’s price, no more. 

As to valuation, Mr. Douglas and I are at one, there 
should be no difficulty here. It does not matter what 
the animal cost your client. If the animal develops a 
disease then her value is diseased value. If a cow, and 
she develops localised tuberculosis in the udder, with 
the carcase free, she is no use for milk, she is passed on 
to the butcher, so that her value here is not the value of 
a milk cow but of one for meat, ‘‘ butcher’s value.” If 
she develops generalised tuberculosis with emaciation, 

n her value is knacker’s value. But this is a matter 
which can safely be left in the hands of the inspectors, 
they will do the best they can for their local authority, 
and we can advise our clients to do the best they can 
for themselves. 

With regard to diagnosis, as I stated at the previous 
meeting, there may be a difficulty here in the private 


emer grated coming to a correct diagnosis, but if we 
ave a case of emaciation and we can find no other 
cause for it, we are safe in reporting the animal under 
the Order, knowing that 90% of the emaciated animals 
we come across are tuberculous. 

A more difficult problem arises when we come to 
udder diseases. The Order says all animals with tuber- 
culosis of the udder, indurated udders, and any other 
chronic disease of the udder are to be reported under 
the Order. Here your client is liable to be prosecuted 
for keeping a cow with tuberculosis of the udder in his 
stock, unless you advise him correctly. If he is caught 
he throws the blame on you, but I thinka little common 
sense here will save a lot of trouble. When we are 
consulted about an udder affection, if there is any sus- 
picion that tubercle may be present, advise your client 
to report under the Order, it costs him nothing and it 
keeps him safe. 

There is another side of this story. All the cases of 
induration you report to the inspector are noted in 
printed forms, and opposite each report you find the 
result of the inspector’s investigation. Well, you don’t 
care to see “negative” put against nearly every report 
you send in, and if the report is examined by some of 
the local authority, who may not know much about the 
subject, they are inclined to think this man does not 
know much about his profession, he has too many 
“ negatives,” 

A good plan to detect tuberculosis of the udder 
would be for the practitioner to ask the inspector for a 
few sterilised bottles, and when he comes across indura- 
tion draw a sample of milk, send it to the inspector, and 
if he gets a reply as “positive” report the animal at 
once, if “negative” reply then hoth the veterinary sur- 
geon and his client can do as they like with the animal 
without risk of prosecution. 

Tuberculin testing is a subject which has already 
been pretty well discussed. My opinion of the tuber- 
culin test is that it is perfectly reliable if carried out in 
a systematic manner, and if reliable tuberculin is used. 
But I am afraid it is not as reliable when applied under 
the Order of 1913, and as the Order at present stands. 
If the test was applied to clinically affected animals 
then I would have more faith in it, but when you come 
to apply the test to tuberculous animals with emaciation 
then I am of opinion that 25 per cent. will give no re- 
action. 

I note Mr. Douglas says the reaction is often got 
early, this I find by experience to be true in some cases, 
but in others neither the subcutaneous or ophthalmic 
test gives any reaction at all. Then when we come to 
udder cases, the test is not so reliableas one would wish 
because in indurated udder cases we very often have a 
fluctuating temperature due to the animal being in bad 
health, the temperature at one time may be 102°, in a 
few hours there may be a rise to say 103° or 104°, and 
this may be due to other causes than tuberculin. : 

Although I pass this remark about the tuberculin 
test under the Order I am open to conviction, and don’t 
mean to say the inspector is misled by its action. He 
has other methods which, taken in conjunction with the 
tuberculin test, will guide him; he has the clinical 
examination of the animal, the sputum, the excreta, and 
the milk. 

In sampling the milk of a tuberculous udder I am of 
opinion that the samples often vary, due to the condi- 
tion of the tubercles in the udder. I think it even 
possible to get a “ negative” sample from a tuberculous 
udder at one time, and at another time get a sample 
teeming with bacilli, due to the breaking up of some of 
the nodules, so I think that in suspicious cases the 
animal should be kept under supervision for some time 
before giving a decided ore, unless we get a “ posi- 
tive” result on first sample. 


e 
The remaining part of the paper is taken up with the 
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examination of cattle in markets ; the cost of the Order 
is also touched upon and Mr. Douglas gives his experi- 
ence on the working of the Order in his district. These 
points can be better spoken of and discussed by in- 
spectors under the Order, and we private practitioners 
will be delighted to hear their opinions and profit by 
them. I hope others will give us the benefit of their 
riences, 
his terminated the reading of the paper and a very 
interesting discussion followed on the various points 
hone out by the essayist, in which Messrs. McGeoch, 
Jas. F. Taylor, H. Begg, and the Chairman took part. 
A cordial vote of thanks to Mr. John Taylor, and 
also to Mr. Thos. A. Douglas, for presiding, brought 
the meeting to a close. 
J. F. Macintyre, Hon. Sec. 


ROYAL COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


[NationaL V.M.A.—SouTHEerN Brancu]. 


The annual general meeting was held at the Great 
Western Hotel, Reading, on Friday, January 30th. At 
the meeting the President (Mr. J. C. Coleman, Swindon) 
took the chair, others attending being Messrs. W. 
Hancock and W. T. D. Broad (Vice-presidents), Percy 
J. Simpson (hon. auditor), G. P. Male (hon. sec. and 
treasurer), Prof. Brayley Reynolds, and Messrs. J. R. 
Baxter, H.S. Dunn, J. W. Hopkin, J. H. Parker, 8. H. 
Slocock, and R. J. Verney; and Mr. Theo. Toope 
(visitor). 

Apologies for Absence. The Hon. Sec. announced a 
large number of letters and telegrams of apology from 
members. 

Title. Mr. Stocock gave notice that at the next 
meeting he would bring forward a resolution to delete 
the word “medical” from the title of the Association 
so that in future it should be known as “The Royal 
Counties Veterinary Association.” 


THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS. 


The Hon. Sec. announced a letter from Mr. F. W. 
Garnett, in which that gentleman gave a list of those 
gentlemen who had not yet paid the subscription which 
they had promised—they were only few, and expressed 
the hepe that others would subscribe as money was 


badly needed. 
Tue Late Mr. W. Hunting. 


The Hon. Sec. read a letter from Mr. G. E. King, of 
Abingdon, who could not attend the meeting, express- 
ing the hope that this Association would vote a dona- 
tion to the Hunting Memorial Fund. Mr. King said he 
believed it was contemplated to establish a lectureship 
modelled on the lines of one of the lectures given 
annually by someone who had done special work to 
further professional knowledge. Their late friend, he 
added, was so untiring in his efforts, and so devoted to 
the interests of the profession that he considered they 
should do something to perpetuate his name. 

The PRESIDENT quite agreed that the Association 
should subscribe to so worthy an object. 

Mr. Stocock said that members of this Society saw a 
great deal of Mr. Hunting, as did the Central, and they 
always benefitted by his presence at their meetings. 
He moved that the sum of five guineas be subscribed 
by _ Association towards the Hunting Memorial 

n 


Mr. VERNEY seconded the resolution, which was 
carried unanimously, and Mr. Male added that he knew 
many members were subscribing individually. 


Tae Deatu or Mr. Wm. WILson. 


The Hon. Src. said he had to record with great 
regret the death of another very old member of their 
Association, Mr. William Wilson, of Berkhamsted. He 
did not know of it until he saw the announcement in 
The Record, and consequently he was unfortunate] 
unable to arrange for the Association to be represen 
at the funeral, or to send a wreath. He had, however, 
written to the members of the family and received a 
reply, which he read. Mr. Wilson was much esteemed 
and respected by them all, and was one of the oldest 
members of the Association, of which he was President 
in 1891. 

On the initiative of the President, those present stood 
to pass a vote of sympathy with the family of the 
deceased gentleman. 


The Accounts. The Hon. Auprror (Mr. P. J. Simp- 
son) presented and commented on the balance sheet for 
the year ended Dec. 31, 1913, observing that the accounts 
had been so nicely kept that he had found no trouble 
in checkingthem. The figures showed a balance at the 
bank, of £57 14s., as compared with £53 2s. 8d. brought 
forward. He suggested that Mr. Toope should be 
asked to get definite information from the National 
Association as to whether members of more than one 
Society should be paid for by each of the societies of 


A.| which they were members, or only by one of their 


affiliated Associations ; and Mr. Toope said he would 
see that the matter was mentioned in due course. 


Representations on the Council. Messrs. J C. Cole- 
man, P. J. Simpson, and W. A. Hancock, with the 
Hon. Secretary, were unanimously elected representa- 
tives of the Association to the Council of the National 
Veterinary Association. 


Next meeting. It was resolved, on the ag Tete of 
Mr. Parker, seconded by Mr. Male, that the next meet- 
ing of this Association be held in April at Faringdon, 


Mr. Smupson read the pny - report of Mr. Male, 
who had acted as delegate to the Sanitary Institute 
Congress at Exeter. [Mr. Male was suffering from 
severe sore throat. ] 


Royat Sanitary INsTiITuTE ConGREss— 
Report spy Mr. G. P. MAte. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—As you will remem- 
ber, our President, Mr. Coleman, was elected to act as 
our representative at the Exeter Congress, but at the 
last minute he was prevented from attending, and as I 
was representing the National Veterinary Association, 
he wired asking me to take his place as your delegate 
also. This I was pleased todo, and now “beg present 
7 report, although I feel sure in doing so that you will 
all regret with me that he is not addressing you to-day 
instead of myself. ; 

The Congress was well attended ; in fact, the hotel 
accommodation was taxed to its utmost to provide room 
for all the visitors. With another of our noble pro- 
fession I arrived rather late, but was lucky enough to 
find where to lay my head for the night. I made a 
special note for future Congresses to always book a room 


in advance. 

Next morning at breakfast I found myself in the 
midst of a number of medical officers of health, who 
were freely discussing the Congress, and all decided to 
attend the Veterinary Section, which, they said, was by 
far the most interesting part of the Congress meeting 
that day—z.e. July 9th. This proved to be the case. 
The room was crowded, the discussions were brisk and 
well sustained, and participated in by medical men, 
laymen and sanitary inspectors, besides veterinary 
surgeons, 
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Members of the ea from the West of England 
were in force, but I regret to say there were but few 
from other parts, possibly owing to the distance that had 
to be travelled to the gence 

Professor Penberthy presided, and is to be congratu- 
lated on the able and tactful manner in which he con- 
ducted the business. His address was a survey of the 
questions especially affecting veterinary surgeons 
and public health, and coming from one who is 
Chairman of the Contagious Diseases Committee of 
the Central Chamber of Agriculture, and who has 
always taken the greatest ible interest in these 

uestions as affecting agriculture. It — in The 
Venrinn Record and in the Jowrnal of the Royal 
Sanitary Institute, and should be read by every member 
of our profession. ; 

He intimated his belief that the Tuberculosis Order 
was only the initial step in the crusade against tuber- 
culosis in cattle, and described the Order as being a 
very moderate one, agreeing with the principle of it, 
except as to the amount of compensation given to the 
owner of the diseased animals and the source from 
which this compensation comes. He thought it should 
be a matter of national health and paid out of the 
Exchequer. He believed that in five years further 

islation would be forthcoming, and suggested that 
there should be further investigation of tuberculosis 
from animals to man, and especially the part that may 

ibly be played by tubercle bacilli of bovine origin, 
in conferring some immunity to the human species. 

Mr. Wm. Ascott’s paper on the Milk and Dairies Bill 
was well received. He pvinted out the pressing need 
there was for such a measure, graphically described the 
condition of some of the cow byres in his district, and 
urged that the cows themselves should be thoroughly 
and frequently inspected, on the principle that “ pre- 
vention is better than eure.” He welcomed the Milk 
Bill, but thought it should not be permissive as far as 
the rural district councils were concerned but compul- 

, otherwise it would be a dead letter. 

ose contributing to the discussion were Dr. Gar- 
nett, Dr. Fremantle, J. A. Dixon, m.r.c.v.s., J. W. Me- 
Intosh, M.R.c.v.s., J. Dunstan, M.R.c.v.s., A. H. Archer, 
M.R.C.V.S., and myself. 

If the medical officers of health that spoke were re- 
presentative of the others, there should not be much 
antagonism in the working of the Order. They freely 
acknowled, that the veterinary surgeon was an 
expert, and that he should work in collaboration with 
the medical officer. 

Mr. Dixon did not agree with giving compensation 
to the farmers; he thought they had been “ molly- 
coddled ” too long. 

One speaker thought there might be some overlap- 
ping between the Tuberculosis Order and the Milk Bill, 
as under the Milk Bill there was no provision for slaugh- 
ter, and compensation that had to be dealt with by 
another authority. 

Mr. W. P. Stableforth, F.R.c.v.s., presented a very 
me and carefully thought paper on “Bovine 

uberculosis : its Diagnosis,” and it was unfortunate 
there was not more time to discuss it thoroughly—this 
remark also applies to the other papers. 

Mr. Stableforth held the view that the examination 
of milk was a matter for the expert bacteriologist, and 
described the difficulties in diagnosing tubercle bacilli 
in some samples of milk. Also that veterinary ofticers 
should be full-time men. His remarks, which some- 
what reflected on the capability of the veterinary 
surgeon to do bacteriological work, met with some 
opposition from the President and other speakers. All 
agreed as to the value of the tuberculin test. Those 
taking part in the discussion were Dr. Gamble, Dr. 


’ Kerr, and Messrs. Bond, Dixon, Glover, and your dele- | h 


Mr. A. H. Archer, M.R.C.v.8., who prepared a paper on 
the “Transmission of Diseases by Animals to Man,” 
was unfortunate in that his paper was not printed 
owing to a clerical error, so the discussion was somewhat 
limited. He- emphasised the necessity of guarding 
against infection from animal sources, especially from 
cats, dogs and birds. 


PRIVATE SLAUGHTER-HOUSES, PuBLIc ABATTOIRS, 
AND FREIBANKS. 


The last paper, which was ably introduced by Dr. H. 
Jones, in the absence of Dr. Peck, was in support of a 
resolution, which was afterwards unanimously carried, 
to abolish private slaughter-houses. 

It was pointed out by several that there were great 
difficulties in the way, especially in rural areas, but a 
member from Scotland spoke of the success of the public 
clearing-houses in some parts of that country, and 
thought a similar system could be adopted here. 

The serious part of the business over, the rest of the 
day was spent in receiving hospitality, first from the 
Western Counties Veterinary Medical Association, who 
entertained your delegate with others most royally, and 
later the Mayor aud Mayoress gave a conversazione, 
which was a brilliant function and largely attended. 

A conference of medical officers of health was held 
the next day, which delegate attended and held a 
watching brief in the interest of the veterinary pro- 
fession. Four papers were read and discussed ve 
briefly, but with the exception of one of them they di 
not directly concern us. 

This was my first visit to a omens | Institute Con- 
gress, and I was greatly impressed by the absolute 
necessity of delegates being sent to these gatherings. 
If we as a profession are to hold our place in the race 
for recognition, we must use every legitimate endeavour 
to advance our claims, and if we wish to be considered 
a scientific body and to have our opinions sought and 
respected by other branches of science, then we must 
take a share in these discussions and prove our worth. 

In conclusion, I should like to thank you and the 
National Veterinary Association for allowing me the 
privilege of representiug you. 


The PrestpENT remarked that he was very glad to 
see that Mr. Male had discovered that medical officers 
of health did not oppose veterinarians, which was not 
his (Mr. Coleman’s) experience. The overlapping of 
duties under the Dairies and Cowsheds and the Tuber- 
culosis Orders was a very serious matter, and one which 
required grappling with with some strength. In his 
own borough (Swindon) after many years the medical 
officer of health had decided that cows should be in- 
spected in company with him (Mr. Coleman) ; and the 
Council last February ruled that that should be done ; 
but the medical officer and the town clerk put their 
heads together and said that as the Tuberculosis Order 
was coming into force in May it should be deferred ; 
and nothing had yet been done. He had great pleasure 
in moving a vote of thanks to Mr. Male for his very 
elaborate yet concise report. (Hear, hear). _ 

Mr. Srmpson seconded the vote of thanks with much 
leasure. As to veterinary surgeons attending those 
Yongresses he—having been to one or two of them— 

could back up Mr. Male’s remark. He had found the 
veterinary surgeon thoroughly well received there, and 
his opinion oo well respected—in fact he was 
better appreciated by medical officers of health than by 
veterinary surgeons. It would well repay any country 
practitioner to spare two or three days and the. guinea 
subscription to go to the Congresses of the Sanitary 
Institute or the Royal Institute of Public Health, as 
he would combine pleasure with business. (Hear, 


ear). 
This was cordially passed, and acknowledged. 
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Cases or INTEREST. 


Mr. Mate said he was allowed to show a rather 
interesting case through the courtesy of Mr. Owen, of 
Thame, a former member of their Association, who 
sent him a horse, as he said “either to kill or cure.” 
Mr. Owen would have come himself that day but that 
he was absolutely prevented from doing so by some 
family matters. The horse, which won a second prize 
as a two-year-old at the Oxfordshire Agricultural Show, 
was now five years old. Mr. Owen wrote that he found 
a remarkable enlargement of the maxillary bone, and 
had tried all sorts of things without success ; he fancied 
the injury might have been caused by a kick while the 
animal was out at grass. Of course he (Mr. Male) would 
like to cure it, but he feared the only “cure” would be 
a bullet. 

[The horse was afterwards brought out from the 
Great Western Hotel stables, and examined with much 
interest by the members]. 

Mr. Hopkin brought the same curious calculus from 
a horse’s cheek, where it had been for four and a half 

rs, which he showed at the November meeting, and 

ad since had sawn in two longitudinally. He thought 

it was a salivary calculus, though it differed a good deal 
from others he had seen. 


SuGGESTED VETERINARY INSPECTORS’ SECTION. 


Mr. Toore said he had been granted the privilege of 
making a few remarks on a scheme which he had sug- 
ted in various pon, and which he thought might 
ring about good feeling between those who were not 
veterinary inspectors and those who were. He sug- 
ted that this Association should form a veterinary 
Inspectors’ section, which should meet an hour previous 
to the general quarterly meetings of the Society and 
discuss any cases of general interest to themselves. All 
members of the profession should be invited, and those 
who attended more than once at such gatherings would, 
he thought, soon become members of the Society, 
thereby increasing its strength, as well as assisting 
materially in the elucidation of the difficult problems 
of the day, and of the future, which would be still more 
difficult. That plan had been in operation in the South 
Eastern Counties now for some two years, and at the 
last meeting a fortnight ago no less than 21 turned up 
from Sussex, Surrey, and Kent, and had a very interest- 
ing discussion on some aspects of the Tuberculosis 
Order. In addition to that he (Mr. Toope) arranged 
fora microscopical display. By that means they had in 
Kent very largely increased their fees, and had placed 
themselves in quite a different position to that which 
they held formerly witd regard to the medical officer of 
health, to the Contagious Diseases of Animals Com- 
mittees, who now referred to them for advice instead of 
iving them an order to proceed at their poe (Hear, 
r). A union of that sort was bound to cement 
friendship, and also to benefit every member of the 
profession, inasmuch as it would increase his social 
sage 2 and his influence with the authorities by whom 
he might be employed. All that was necessary was to 
invite the veterinary inspectors in the different counties 
to send a deputation representing each county or 
authority at their meetings ; and in that way they 
could get a general consensus of thought. Other 
counties were taking such action. In Aberdeen, where 
the pay was simply shocking, it is now something like 
30 per cent. more than it was before. He, asa borough 
ins r, undertook the whole of the duties under the 


Order, microscopic examinations, etg., save and except 
the biological test, which he had arranged to have done 
in London. The medical officer had offered to do the 
work at a reduced rate, but he (Mr. Toope) was con- 
tinuing to do the work ; and he said he should certainly 
decline to take the samples for the medical officer of 


of health for 


The PREsipENT said the idea seemed to him a good 
one. Anything in the way of bringing them together 
to discuss debatable points must always be an advan- 
tage. (Hear, hear). 

. MatE said they should have time to think about 
the matter. Perhaps if Mr. Toope would kindly come 
down to their next meeting they could discuss it fully, 
As far as Berkshire was concerned, they had practically 
done it on a small scale, their advice on the Order had 
been asked and their fees had been granted, and he 
thought the inspectors in the other counties had done 
the same thing. 

Mr. Toope said they had been so far fortunate, but 
there were other matters for consideration which would 
arise. 

Mr. Stocock thought the suggestion an excellent one. 
In Middlesex, where they were quite content, they had 
not perhaps joined the inspectors in the same spirit that 
other counties had. He agreed with Mr. Male that the 
matter wanted a great deal of ventilation, and he pro- 
posed that it be placed on the agenda for the next 
meeting. 

Mr. Trawcoce seconded the resolution, which was 
carried unanimously, and Mr. Toope promised to do his 
best to attend the 

New Member. _Mr. W. G. GREEN, of Rosenheim, 
Boscombe Park, Bournemouth, was pro by the 
President, seconded by Mr. Broad, for election as a 
member of the Association at the next meeting. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
J. C. CoLEMAN, F.R.C.v.s., Swindon. 


I feel that you have done me a very great honour in 
electing me your President for the ensuing year. The 
Association has numbered among its members and past 
presidents many of the leading lights of our profession, 
and I feel very deeply the grave responsibility that 
devolves upon me to maintain the position which this, 
of the oldest of veterinary societies, has attained. 
Further, the year 1914 I feel sure will be one of the 
most important in the annals of our profession and will 
stand out as “red-letter” year for all time. 

I am more anxious that during my year of office 
members of our profession, especially those of the Royal 
Counties Veterinary Association, sball truly realise 
their position and duty both to the public and them- 
selves, throwing aside lethargy, each member setting to 
work in earnest to educate their respective authorities 
to the absolute necessity of our inclusion in the official 
administration of all Acts or Orders relating to public 
health where the lower animals are concerned. More 
particularly I refer to the proper inspection of meat 
and of all cows supplying milk to the public. 

It has been suggested that we should have a re 
sentative at the Local Government Board. I shall 
welcome a discussion upon this point at a future date, 
and, if your opinions be in the affirmative, that steps 
be taken to bring the suggestion before the proper 

I would like our profession to show its gratitude to 
those who sacrifice their whole lives in scientific re- 
search for the pase of discovering the cause, preven- 
tion or cure of disease, by taking an intelligent interest 
in these matters and making themselves conversant 
with their discoveries. 

Quite recently I saw it stated that a medical practi- 
tioner had fed two or three cats upon, and had himself 
consumed, a quantity of milk from a known tubercu- 
lous cow, and none of them had contracted the disease, 
and upon this very meagre evidence he dared to refute 
the decision of those savants who had made exhaustive 
investigations and had proved beyond doubt that the 


roe is capable of transmission and is also con- 
ous. 
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To obtain legislation upon any subject it is first 
to arouse public interest, and to attain this 
end they must be educated upon the matter at issue. 
The expression of an adverse opinion, as above 
cited, and which had probably been arrived at too 
hastily by one who uld know something of the 
subject, tends to considerably delay progress, as the 
lay public are ever ready to grasp at the smallest particle 
of what appears to them to be reliable evidence which 
flatly contradicts other evidence which has already 
caused them alarm. 

The age of “bluff,” and “the only object in life to 
obtain fees,” is largely away, and in the near 
future only those men who have a sound and up-to-date 
scientific education and an innate love of their profess- 
ion will succeed. 

“ Our profession needs no bulwarks 
No towers along its steeps, 
Our march is onward ‘midst disease, 
And ‘science’ still our motto keeps.’’ 


During the ensuing session of Parliament we hope to 
see the passing of the Veterinary Surgeons Amendment 
Act, otherwise bankruptcy seems to stare us in 
the face. 

In August next the Tenth International Veterinary 
Congress is to be beld in London, and it is the duty of 
every member of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons to make an individual effort, however small, to 
ensure the Congress being a huge success. I am an 
. advocate that every one should do what little they can 
and not leave the whole to a few energetic men, who 
are ever ready to come to the rescue when the honour or 
advancement of our profession is at issue. 

Sir Stewart Stockman informs me that the total sub- 
scriptions have not yet reached the minimum sum esti- 
mated to be requi Any gentlemen who have not 
already subscribed, or who wish to increase their 
amounts, may be assured that however small they will 
be welcomed. I have no doubt that our worthy Secre- 
tary and Treasurer will be pleased to receive and forward 
the same to Mr. Garnett and save you the trouble of so 
doing. 

I trust that some of our younger members will give 
us the benefit of their more recent tuition, by comin 
forward with papers or practical demonstrations o 
recent methods of diagnosis, treatment, or prevention 
of disease. Also, that our meetings will be well at- 
tended and discussions sustained. 

My own deep regret to-day is the absence from our 
gathering of one who was beloved and admired by 
every member of our profession who knew him, anda 
host of members of other professions, and whose 
memory it is proposed to perpetuate. We who knew 
him cannot do better than by doing our very best to 
emulate his noble example. Needless to say, I refer to 
William Hunting. 

I beg to thank you all most sincerely for having done 
me the honour of electing me your President for 
1913-14, and I only trust that with your support 
I shall leave this chair, your confidence inc 
and my profession losing nothing of its professional 


Mr. Mate and Mr. Hopkin were thanked for their 
ens,on the call of the President, seconded by 
f. Reynolds. 


Mr. Hancock moved a very hearty vote of thanks to 
the President for his Address, in which he had touched 
on topics of great interest to the profession. 

Mr. SLocock seconded the resolution, and the same 
was carried by acclaim. 


THE DINNER. 


The Presipent filled the chair at the annual dinner 
which followed the meeting, and which was attended by 
the gentlemen named above, and by the following visi- 
tors and members who had been unable to take part in 
the business proceedings:— Visitors: Ald. J. W. 
Martin, Deputy-Mayor, and Councillors W. J. D. Ven- 
ner and John Eighteen, Reading ; Ald. W. W. Dickson, 
Swindon; Mr. H. W. Boileau, Master of the South 
Berks Foxhounds ; Dr. Stenhouse Williams, Professor 
of Bacteriology at Reading University College; Mr. 
A. G. Hutchinson, and Mr. Hugh McCormack. Mem- 
bers : Capt. O’Rorke, Mr. R. C. Tennant, and Mr. Hunt. 

The toast of “ The King ” having been loyally honoured 
on the call of the President, 

Prof. ReyNotps gave “The Imperial Forces.” The 
British Navy, he said, was undoubtedly the best Navy 
in the world, and it was their duty to see that it always 
remained so. Undoubtedly large sums were being spent 
annually on armaments, but if ft looked on it as a 
matter of insurance, as they were all quite willing todo, 
and in view of the fact that other nations were nowa- 
days, perhaps, shifting Britannia’s trident to their own, 
they would not grudge the cost. Of one thing they 
were sure, that if it ever came to the test it would be 
found that those other Powers had not found the secret 
of producing the men who worked the British Navy. 
(Applause.) With regard to the Army, it was insignifi- 
cant in comparison with the Armies of other European 
countries as regarded numbers, and that fact made it 
the more necessary that our Navy should be fully kept 
up. He had seen active service on land, and could say 
he believed our Army to be perhaps the best in the 
world for its number. Speaking as to veterinary sur- 
geons, they should be proud of their members, who 
formed a corps of some considerable importance, and 
was one of the smartest Corps in the Army. (Hear, 
hear.) As to the Territorials, it was a pity that they 
had not got their full number.—(Ald. Martin: We are 
above our numbers in Berkshire.)—He was very glad to 
hear that, and if the same could not be said of other 
counties, conscription would have to be resorted to. 
(Hear, hear.) 

Capt. O’RorkE, Army Remount Department, Arbor- 
field, responded in a few words. Prof. Reynolds had, 
he said, proposed the toast so excellently, and it had 
been received so cordially, that he need say little. As 
to both Navy and Army—although the latter was so 
small numerically—he was convinced that in both we 
had the quality, and when they got to actual service, 
British pluck went a long way. In the past our Navy 
and our ~y 4 had kept this country to the front, and 
he believed that they would alwaysdo so. (Applause.) 

Ald. Martin submitted the toast of “The Veteri- 
nary Profession.” They lived, he remarked, in very 
competitive days, and had a great oe difficulties to 
cope with. Their soieaien, above all others, at the 
present moment had to bear in mind motor cars and 
other matters which seemed to dispense with the use of 
the “ gee-gee.” At the same time the valuable services 
of the veterinary pce would always be required 
in connection with horses and other animals. He well 
recalled the late Mr. Wm. Flanagan, of Reading, as a 
most accomplished man, of whom oe were very proud, 
and also his partner, the late Mr. Wheatley ie (the 
speaker) attended several most pleasant social 
gatherings of the profession, twice when he was Mayor 
of Reading, and now as Deputy-Mayor, and he had 
never come across nicer men, socially and intellectually. 
Even laymen knew that ‘their profession was indeed 
more onerous than even the medical profession itself. 
They were bound to go out at all times of the or and 
night, and he did not think they were too well paid. In 
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these days, unless the members combined, it was im- 
ible to keep any profession up to the proper standard. 
hear.) 

Mr. SLocock oa . Although small in numbers, 
he said, they all regarded their profession as an 
honourable one, and it was especially pleasing to have 
that toast proposed by such a prominent member of the 
legal profession as the Deputy-Mayor of Reading. He 
might be an optimist, but he had not yet accepted the 
idea that the veterinary profession was going downhill. 
He believed their total earnings exceeded those in any 
earlier year, their numbers were likely to increase, and 
their status was higher than at any time owing to the 
individual action of the members locally. The profess- 
ion was well guarded by a Council, of which he (Mr. 
Slocock) had the honour of being a member. They had 
the one-portal system, of which they were so proud and 
so jealous that on no ground whatever would they give 
it up, however much they might sacrifice. The Council 
was poorer than it had ever been—was verging on bank- 
ruptcy—their sole source of income being the fees from 
students and the small fee for the Fellowship Degree. 
It was the duty of the Council to see that the country 


was provided with a sufficiency of well-trained veteri- | h 


nary surgeons. They had made the proud boast that 
their students before entering should pass a matricula- 
tion examination equal to that of any of the learned 
professions. The time seemed now arriving when they 
could no longer make that their proud t. The 
Medical Courcil had raised its status, and could the 
Veterinary Council to-day raise their standard when 
they had so much smaller a number of students? It 
seemed to him that the only way was for them to com- 
bine to get the Veterinary Surgeons Amendment Bill 
—and it was bound tocome. The profession in 
no way blocked that harmless Bill, only the fragments 
of which remained. They did endeavour to get a Bill 
passed which would have given them better powers for 
the protection of their status and the abolition of 
uackery, but that brought about so much opposition 
that they were obliged to be content with a measure 
just for their own management. They had now just 
framed a bye-law that would exempt those who had 
taken degrees in arts and sciences from having to sub- 
mit to the first year’s examination, of course with 
certain provisions as to anatomy, etc. Then there had 
been a variety of Charters, and they found it necessary 
now to apply for another, which he thought would not 
meet with any opposition if any in the House would 
find time to push it through, but they would have to 
approach the Members of Parliament in their divisions 
and see what help they could get. The new supplemen- 
tal Charter was making certain provisions (to which 
the speaker referred). They wanted to see men special- 
ise, and it was recognised that for a man to specialise 
he need not have been a practitioner for five years—a 
man could become an ornament to his profession with 
two years of specialised work. Then it was thought 
there should be a diploma in State Veterinary Medicine 
for the protection of mankind—such things as the Milk 
Bill and the Tuberculosis Order and the number of 
pointments made for veterinary surgeons under 
Municipal bodies, for which it was felt that there should 
be a line of study to particularly qualify those men for 
their work. They wished to draw out some syllabus, 
perhaps in connection with the Universities, for degrees 
in State Veterinary Medicine. (Applause.) 

Mr. Toore gave “Success to the Royal Counties 
Veterinary Medical Association, its President, and 
Officers.” That, he said, was his first visit to the 
Society, but he hoped it would not be his last. They 
had the right man in the right place as their President, 
and his genial hospitality would, he was sure, add a 


hardworking man not only in that oy but also on 
oe on of the National Association. (Ap- 
plause). 

The PREsIDENT said theirs was a really up-to-date 
Society ; and he hoped that during the year members 
would get so used to coming to the meetings that at the 
next annual dinner they might have many more present. 
Success in all those things entirely depended on the 
attendance, and the comparing of notes. The day when 
men having got their diplomas thought about nothing 
but making up a little physic to get half-crowns was 
gone. He sincerely hoped that at the end of the year 
the Association would not have lost anything through 
having such a very indifferent president as himself. 

Mr. MALE briefly returned his thanks, 

Mr. Hancock proposed “The Mayors and Corpora- 
tions of Swindon and Reading,” saying they regarded 
as a matter of very great importance such meetings with 
members of corporations and members of their profess- 
ion. Particularly in recent years, when diseases com- 
municable from animals to men, and vice versa, were so 
much studied, such meetings were a great deal more 
important than they had n in the past. (Hear, 


ear). 

Ald. W. W. Dickson (Swindon Corporation) said 
Reading was a County Borough, and Swindon was 
trying to become one. They were very well served on 
their Corporation, so far as the veterinary profession 
was concerned, by Mr. Coleman, whom he had found 
during the past 17 years a very oes friend and a good 
practitioner. It was very difficult to carry out the Acts 
with regard to meat and milk ; and he was sure Mr. 
Venner and Mr. Eighteen could te!l them more than he 
knew about those matters. Medical officers often did 
not collaborate with veterinary surgeons, arrogating to 
themselves powers because they were members of the 
medical profession. The public should understand that 
although the medieal officer was pre-eminent the veteri- 
nary officer should be pre-eminent in looking after their 
milk and food, and so on. (Hear, hear). He had had 
a most enjoyable evening and he felt greatly indebted 
to their President for inviting him there. 

Aid. Martin also replied. In Reading, he said, they 
had a most able and competent veterinary surgeon. 
Mr. Male had dealt with most difficult questions with 
painstaking care and skill, and great ability to the 
advantage of the Corporation and the inhabitants. 
(Hear. hear). 

Mr. VERNEY, in proposing “The Medical Profession,” 
said he could not understand what he heard about any 
difference of opinion between them. He had always 
found medical officers of health most amenable men, and 
gave examples showing the cordial relations in which 
worked.. 

r. STENHOUSE WILLIAMS began his response by 
saying that while no doubt there were medical officers 
of health and medical officers of health, there were also 
veterinary surgeons and veterinary surgeons. Before 
he came to Reading he was in charge of the Bacterio- 
logical Department in the University of Liverpool, and 
many of the old students were medical officers through- 
out the country, and they were a very fine lot if taken 
in the right way. There was, and should be, very close 
contact between the two professions. (Hear, hear). 
veterinarian was ina more difficult position than the 
doctor, because, except in the case of children, the 
latter could get some account of what had gone before 
his neem bee the veterinarian always had to face 
enormous difficulties in making his diagnoses. When 
he (the speaker) came to Reading, the Tuberculosis 
Order was just out, and he was asked to write some- 
thing in the nature of a phlet on the subject for the 
benefit of the farmers. If they were going to produce 
any effect on a farmer they must tell fim straight the 


large number of members to their ranks. (Hear, hear). 
In regard to their Secretary and Treasurer, he was a 


effect of his loss ; and so he asked how to get accurate 
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- always accepted their verdict. He was very pleased to 


February 14,1914 THE VETERINARY RECORD 535 


statistics of the number of deaths from tuberculosis 
among cows, and nobody knew. The Board of sone. 
ture referred him to the Local Government Board, and 
the Local Government Board referred him to the Board 
of iculture and then he referred to Mr. Male, and 
he did not know. If they were going to do any good by 
regulations, orders, or Acts of Parliament it was clear 
they must have the facts. Until “yg ! knew what 
animals were dying from any disease they could not 
call on the Government to take any specific measures. 
Perhaps they did not know what was well known to 
those at the Agricultural School at Reading, that there 
was at the present moment a very large body of the 
more intelligent farmers who would feel extremely 
to eradicate tuberculous cows from their herds. 
me of them had formulated a scheme to start a farm 
to supply farmers with absolutely guaranteed non- 
hcalieee stock ; and they reckoned that in order to 
put the thing on a preliminary basis and run it on 
absolutely clear lines, they wanted a capital expendi- 
ture of about £4,000. If they found it necessary to put 
out an ap it would be of great service to them to 
feel that they had the support of this Association. 
(Applause). 
Mr. TENNANT proposing “Fox-hunting,” said it 
would be a bad day for the profession if the sport were 
given up. (Hear, hear). 
Mr. BorLeav, M.¥.H , Master of South Berks for the 
last three years, said he had been very closely allied 
with veterinary surgeons for some time past, and had 


know Mr. Male. He had always ridden straight, and 
he (Mr. Boileau) was always glad to see him in the 
hunting field. (Applause.) 

“The Visitors” were toasted on the call of the 
President. 

Mr. VENNER replied.as a member of the Reading 

ration and Chairman, and also as a private trader. 
He had always held that inspectors of cows and of the 
food supply should be qualified veterinary men. 

Mr. enrass, Chairman of the Farm Committee, 
said he did not know of any Corporation who had done 
more than that of Reading to stamp out the terrible 
disease of consumption. Their veterinary surgeon had 
not condemned their animals wholesale, but he had 
tested them, and last year’s report showed 64 of their 
cows out of 65 had passed the test. (Applause.) 

Mr. McCormack also ones, mentioning that the 
President, Mr. Tennant, Mr. Hopkin, and he were 
students together at College. 

The harmony was contributed to by Messrs. P. J. 
Simpson, Hunt, Hopkin, and Hancock, with Mr. E. E. 


as humorist. 
G. P. Matz, Hon. Sec. 


SOUTH EASTERN 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


[Nationat V.M.A. SourHerNn Brancu.] 


VETERINARY INSPECTORS’ SECTION. 


The PrestpENT extended a cordial welcome to all 
present, and said he understood there were some visi- 
tors from Sussex and also from the Southern Society 


with them. 

. The Hon. Sec. said that at the 
last Veterinary Inspectors’ meeting the question arose 
as to what were the duties of the inspector on finding a 
case of tuberculosis in markets. He was instructed to 
write to the Board of Agriculture and also to the County 
Council with regard to it. He wrote to the County 
Council and he had received a reply which in no way 
answered the question. He wrote again on the same 
day he received the first letter, as follows :— 


34 High Street, Dover. 
Dear Sir, Sept. 23, 1913. 

Many thanks for letter. I fear I did not make my 
point quite clear, I will assume a case :— 

A., a farmer at a distance, exposes a cow suspected of 
tuberculosis in open market. B., the veterinary in- 
spector, sees it, and orders it out. A. and B. meet and 
A. agrees to have it destroyed at once without claiming 
any compensation. B. finds his suspicions confirmed on 
post-mortem. The query is—under above circumstances 
should B. examine all other bovines on A’s. premises, 
or, if outside his district, cuuse such to be done by C., 
te., the veterinary inspector for that district.—Yours, 
etc., TueEo. C. Toopr, Hon. Sec. 


To that letter he received the following letter :— 


Sessions House, Maidstone. 
Dear Sir, Sept. 24, 1913. 
Iam in receipt of your further letter of 23rd inst. 
If the animal is not taken back from the market to the 
premises from which it was brought, but examined by 
the veterinary inspector and destroyed by the owner at 
some other premises, there is no authority for any 
veterinary inspector to extend the examination to an 
bovine animals upon the premises from which suc 
animal was taken to the market.—Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) W. B. Prosser, Clerk to Kent C.C. 


Mr. CAUDWELL said he had looked the matter up in 
the Board of Agriculture regulations, and under 
article 14 of the Tuberculosis Order they were referred 
to Section 44 of the general Act, and it answered the 
above questions for them, that was having, if exceeding 
five or six days, full power to go and examine the other 
animals, if an animal was stopped in the market and 
slaughtered. If the district was in the jurisdiction of 
the inspector he had power to go and examine the other 
animals. 

Mr. Grecory said it seemed to him the old saying 
came true that there was never an Act of Parliament 
that they could not drive a coach and four toe. He 
still thought, in spite of what Mr. Prosser said, that 
when an animal within a few hours of leaving the pre- 
mises where there were many other cows, was brought 
into a market and ex , and that animal was found 
to be eee, 6 ey ought to be able to examine 
the the cows on the premises from which the animal 
was sent, for in that way only could the perfect working 
of the Order be caiaiel. 

Mr. Experts said they could go and examine stock 
on the premises from which a tuberculous animal had 
been sent, but the questions were “ Were they supposed 
to do it?” and “ Ought they to do it?” That was what 
he would like cleared > 

Mr. GULLEFoRD said anyone who had done it and 
had sent in his account had been paid. He did not 
know that it was professional to mention matters of 
£ s.d., but he had inspected stock on the premises 
during the = quarter, and he believed he did it the 
quarter before and his account was paid, 
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A meeting was held immediately preceding the annual 
meeting at Tunbridge Wells on Joonnay 15th. The 
retiring President (Mr. James Crowhurst) presided, and 
there were also present Mr. G. H. Livesey, President 
Southern Counties V.M.A., Messrs. E. Lyne Dixson, 
Gregory, Elmer Ebbetts, C. Crowhurst, . H. Ripley, 
A. C. Burton, T. A. Huband, J. B. Dier, W. Caudwell, 
H. P. Hogben, T. F. Hogben, P. J. Austin, D. Reid 
Chalmers, T. Hibbard, J. Basil Buxton, E. W. Morris, 
G. Fordham, W. R. Emery, W. W. Gulleford, and Theo. 
C. Toope, hon. secretary. 
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Mr. Grecory gave an instance where an owner had 
an animal killed in the market and he (Mr. Gregory) 
went to the farm the next day and examined all the 
other stock. 

_ The Secretary: This ietter, then, I have received, 
is of no value whatever. 

Mr. Gregory : I think not. 

The Presmpent said of course inspectors only had 
power in their own districts. They had no power to 
go into another inspector’s district, and if they did 
they would be exceeding their orders altogether. 

Mr. H. P. Hosen said he asked the Superintendent 
of Police of his district and he said he had received 
orders to follow up animals. 

Mr. Emery said he believed an inspector was entitled 
to follow an animal to its death. 

_Mr. Grecory: Not when it is taken into another 
district. 

Mr. Experts, replying to Mr. H. P. Hogben, said the 
Act pointed out that when an animal was taken into 
another district they were to report the case to the 
police in the district to which the animal was taken. 

The PResIDENT said for the effectual working of the 
Order it should be where an animal was discovered to 
be affected with tuberculosis, or was strongly suspected, 
it should be followed up ; but people were getting very 
learned in his district. He knew a dealer in cattle, 
who bought an animal knowing it was a suspected case 
of tuberculosis and took it to premises where there 
was no other stock. The animal was dealt with, but 
the inspector was not able to follow it up and make 
the Act effective by examining the animals it had been 
in contact with. In addition to that the man had 
another animal and he told him (Mr. Crowhurst) that 
as soon as this was dealt with he would bring another 
one to the same place to be dealt with in the same 
way. If they read between the lines they could see 
that some dairymen objected to the presence of the 
veterinary surgeon to inspect his stock, and to avoid 
it he got a dealer to take the animal to an iso- 
lated place and then give notice. It was a way of 
getting over the Order altogether. This case he had 
thought of bringing before the County Council for them 
to see what could be done. He thought it was a case in 
which the police should find out where the animals 
were brought from, so that the stock could be examined 
by the inspector. He did not think it advisable to pass 
a resolution at that meeting, because if the man gave 
notice to again do as he had intimated, he should write 
to Mr. Prosser and ask for instructions as to following 
up the animal. 

Mr. GuLLerorD asked whether in the event of an 
animal being removed into another district it was their 
duty to give notice to the veterinary inspector in the 
neighbouring district. 

Mr. Grecory : Not the veterinary inspector, but to 
the police. 

r. GULLEFORD said if a cow was to be moved into 
some other district he had to send a copy of his report 
under Article 11 to the police of that district, and would 
that not open their eyes. 

The PRESIDENT said they could not compel a man to 
answer questions at all. They could put questions and 
the man could answer them if he liked. He did want 
it to go forth that a veterinary inspector only had power 
in his own district. He believed if a veterinary 
inspector were to go into another man’s district to 
slaughter cows he would get into great trouble. It had 
been suggested that cases should be followed up by the 
inspector of the district in which the first case was dis- 
covered, which was evidently wrong. 

Mr. H. P. Hoasen said he received those instructions. 

The PrestpEnt : It is against the Order. 

The Secretary said he had invited members of the 
Southern Counties there that day, their President (G. H. 


Livesey, Esq.) and several of them hadcome. He hoped 
they would be able to advise them and assist them if 
— in the formation of an inspector’s section of the 

outhern Counties. He thought they had only to see 
the zest with which the members of that Society 
worked to see that the suggestion he made at the 
Southern Counties meeting was invaluable. He trusted 
they would be able to help them by advice and by 
their experience in showing them what the effect of a 
combined meeting of veterinary inspectors, or a union 
of veterinary inspectors, in any county or in any 
division could do. His suggestion to them at Brighton 
was that they should form themselves into a section of 
the Southern Society. It was adopted and referred to 
their next meeting, but unfortunately that meeting in 
London was attended by very few. It was therefore 
suggested that he should bring it = again that day. 
He was pleased to see that several members of the 
Southern Counties had turned up in order to keep the 
subject warm. He presumed it would possibly be 
better to hold the matter over to the next meeting of 
the Southern Counties in March. The suggestion was 
that the Southern Counties should form an inspectors’ 
section in the same way as the South Eastern Associa- 
tion had. He thought by coming there they could ask 
questions as to the working of the section, which 
would probably help them. He would go further 
and ask every Society in the Southern Branch of the 
National to follow their lines. The suggestion was 
that the veterinary inspector of each county or admin- 
istrative body should hold a veterinary inspectors’ 
meeting, and that delegates should be sent to those 
meetings of veterinary inspectors held in connection 
with the various societies if they could not attend ina 
body ; and then through the Society, matters could be 
handed on to the National Veterinary Society. He 
believed the result would be that universal good would 
be derived from it. It was a process of decentralisa- 
tion whereby every unit, each different section, that is 
the counties, etc. would be affiliated to the National 
and could make suggestions for the common benefit of 
all and through their societies they would be repre- 
sented on the National. He was speaking for more or 
less inducing not only the Southern Society but 
other societies to adopt this principle. In various parts 
of the country the suggestion was being adopted. It 
was a plan that had worked well with them in the 
South Eastern Society, and he was sure it would work 
well with other societies if they only adopted it. 

Mr. CAUDWELL said that at the meeting of veterin- 
ary inspectors of the Southern Counties held at the 
Holborn recently it was resolved to form a committee 
and he understood that all the veterinary inspectors in 
the adjoining eounties had been invited to attend that 
meeting that day, but he was afraid at the present 
time there was a great luke warmness and apathy about 
that question with many, and that the only way they 
could make a move in it was by seeing the veterinary 
inspector spersonally and trying to induce them to join 
them. Personally, he would see some of the inspectors 
under the Surrey County Council, to see if they would 
join them. He did not know whether he could do more 
than that. 

The PresipENT said as President of that Association 
he was honoured by being invited as a guest of the 
Southern Counties, and he extended a very, hearty 
invitation to the members of that Associa ion to 
come there that day, and he was sure they had great 
pleasure in receiving them. (App.) 

Mr. Grecory said as far as he was personally con- 
cerned he attended the big meeting at the Holborn. 
and afterwards he wrote to Mr. Spencer at Kettering 
saying that he would be very pl to join the Asso- 
ciation, and if he let him know the fees he would 
He had not heard a word since, _ 
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The Secretary: Nothing tangible has been done 
since the fees were altered, and that was not to their 
advantage in Kent. 


The following gentlemen brought bacteriological micro- 
scopes and specimens. Messrs. B. Buxton, E. W. 
Morris, E. L. Dixson, J. H. Ripley, C. Roberts, and 
the Secretary. 

Amongst the exhibits were to be found :—Bacillus 
bronchosepticus ; Bacillus of abortion and cultures of 
Johne’s disease ; Human, bovine, and avian Tubercle 
bacilli, from Mr. Buxton. 

Sections of Bowel—Johne’s disease ; Udder—Tuber- 
culosis; Zongue—Actinomycosis; Lung—Pleuro-pneu- 
monia contagiosa ; Melanotic Sarcoma; Bacillus an- 
thracis, showing capsules and spores; Milk smears 
with tubercle bacilli, from Mr. Morris, Uckfield. 

Bacillus of Johne’s disease from bowel scraping, from 
Mr Caudwell. 

Bacillus tuberculosis—an extremely rich specimen of 
milk smear. Cocci from smear nasal discharge of cat. 
Lung section—tuberculosis, from Mr. Toope. 

These exhibits were viewed with much interest by 
the majority present, and constituted quite an important 
feature of the meeting. 


GENERAL MEETING. 
Continued from page 497. 


Correspondence between the President, Mr. James 
Crowhurst, and the Secretary of the International Con- 
gress was read, and in consequence of what was 
obviously a misunderstanding as to the purport, it was 
decided to postpone further consideration of the matter 
until the next meeting. : 

The question of giving a subscription to the William 
Hunting Memorial Fund was left over till the next 
meeting, when the financial statement would be pre- 
sented and the Association would know what funds 
were in hand. A general expression of sorrow and 

t accompanying this discussion. 

Mr. SHIPLEY wrote regretting he could not get to the 
meeting, and asking for support for the Victoria Veteri- 

Benevolent Fund, which needed help. 

r. TOOPE said anyone who was prepared to support 
the Fund could send subscriptions to him or to Mr. 
Shipley. Personally, he strongly advocated the Fund 
to their notice. 

Mr. Toore read a letter from the Mayor of Margate, 
Mr. W. B. Reeve, who had hoped to attend the meeting 
that day with Mr. Dixson, regretting that he was unable 
to fulfil his promise owing to urgent local matters. 

Mr. Toor said last year they all thought that the 
Southern Counties were numerically badly represented 
on the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 

ns, and their worthy President, Mr. James Crow- 
urst, became a candidate, and with a little more assist- 
ance would undoubtedly have secured a seat on the 
Council. He (Mr. Toope) thought they ought to unite 
with the Southern and Western Counties in an attempt 
to get another member on the Council. There were 
only two yy een all the Southern and Western 
counties on the Council at the = time, Mr. Burt, 
of Brighton, and Mr. Dunstan, from Cornwall. It was 
not fair that the Southern and Western Counties should 
be only represented by two gentlemen. He had nota 
word to say against other gentlemen proposed, but he 
wanted to see the representation more evenly distribu- 
ted over the country. As matters are it was a very one- 

representation. 
The Presipent moved that Mr. James Crowhurst be 


adopted as a candidate for their support at the next 


on. 
Mr. T. F. Hoapen seconded, and the motion was 
unanimously. 


Mr. G. LivesrEy gave his cordial support to the sug- 
om on behalf of the Southern Counties Veterinary 
iety. 
Mr. CROWHURST, in agreeing to stand as a candidate, 
said with him that was no personal matter. He was 


W. | only anxious to benefit the profession. He was a keen 


worker, and he had worked earnestly and zealously in 
the interests of the profession as a member of their 
Association. 

THe ANNUAL DINNER. 


This was held at the hotel in the evening. The 
President, Mr. E. L. Dixson, in the chair, supported by 
Major Skey, Margate ; G.H. Livesey, Esq., M.R.C.v.s., 
President of the Southern Counties Association ; the 
Ex-President, James Crowhurst, Esq., Mrs. Dixson, 
Mrs. Stretfield, Mrs. Toope, and other ladies to the 
number of thirteen. Mr. T. F. a occupied the 
vice-chair, the gathering in all numbering thirty-eight. 

It was unfortunate the “yy of Margate, J. Booth 
Reeve, Esq., J.P., could not be present as he had fully 
intended, a telegram arriving trom him during the 
function. 

An excellent musical programme was arranged which 
interspersed with speech and anecdote gave rise toa 
rae eg evening. The Misses Hogben (Ash), Miss 

abel Adams (Tunbridge Wells), Mr. Septimus Dixson, 
M.R.C.V.S. (the President’s brother), Mr. Percy Gregory, 
Mr. D. R. Chalmers, and others, contributing largely 
to the pleasures of the evening. 

Tueo. C. M.R.c.v.s., Hon. Sec. 


CENTRAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 
{(NationaL V.M.A. Irish Brancu.] 


A meeting was held at the Gresham Hotel, Dublin, 
on the 5th February. The following members were 

resent: Mr. B. P. J. Mahony, President ; Messrs. 

. A. Heney, A. Watson, J. McKenny, P. J. Howard, 
J. F. Healy, J. W. Nolans, and E. C. Winter, hon. sec. 

The list of members in arrear was gone through, and 
the Secretary was given a list of names with an instruc- 
tion to strike them off the roll for non-payment of 
subscriptions. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


President.—Mr. B. P. J. Mahony, Maryboro’. 

Hon. Secretary.—Mr. E. C. Winter, Limerick. 

Treasurer.—Mr. J. F. Healy, Midleton. 

Council.—Messrs. McKenny, Heney, Howard, Hol- 
land, Nolans, Moffett, Patrick, and Cleary. 

The accounts for 1914 were considered and audited, 
and showed a balance of £24 odd in favour of the 
Association. 

The Hunting Memorial Fund was then discussed, and 
it was decided to send £3 3s. as a subscription to this 
Fund, and the Secretary was directed to intimate to 
the Committee in charge of the Fund that the Associa- 
tion was of opinion that the best means of perpetuating 
the memory of the late Mr. Hunting would be to invest 
the — 2 of the money in some fund, and devote 
the annual proceeds to benevolent or scholastic pur- 
—— and to designate it the “Hunting Memorial 

und.” 

The fact that no Irish practitioners have been recog- 
nised as fitted to take a leading part in the proceedings 
of the International Veterinary Congress (to be held in 
London this year) was strongly and adversely com- 
mented on by the members present. 

The following resolution was pro by Mr. 
Watson, seconded by Mr. McKenny, and passed unani- 
mously :— 
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1. “That this Association is of opinion that the 
practitioners of Ireland should have direct representa- 
tion on the Council of the R.C.V.S., and it is our inten- 
tion to nominate a member for the next election, and 
we look to the Council and the other Associations to 
support our nominee.” 

2. It was proposed, seconded, and carried “ That Mr. 
P. J. Howard, of Ennis, be nominated to stand for 
election to the Council of the R.C.V.S., by this Asso- 
ciation.” 

The Secretary was directed to take the necessary 
steps to bring these resolutions under the notice of the 
Council of the R.C.V.S. and the profession generally. 


“NOTES ON CLINICAL WORK.” 
By J. W. Nowans, M.8.¢.v.s., Birr. 


_ Mr. President and Gentlemen,—At our last meeting, 
in Ballinasloe, I was asked to contribute a subject for 
discussion at this meeting, and the concensus of opinion 
was in favour of some notes on cases in general practice. 
I will now try to bring before your notice a few cases I 
have meet with that were interesting to me, but which 
I have no doubt some of our older members may have 
seen before. 

Case 1. A brood mare, half bred, about nine years 
old, having had four foals and now in foal again. 
got a message on the 12th April to come and see her. 
She was showing slight signs of colic. On arrival at 
the farm I found the mare rather uneasy, lying down 
and getting up alternately. The pulse about 46 and 
temperature normal. Gave hypo. morphia sulph. 
After a little she became quite comfortable, and took 
some bran mash. I visited again next morning, and 
was told she had not passed any feces. Gave an 
enema when she voided a quantity. For the next 
week she took slight pains about every twenty-four 
hours, and I left some colic drinks to be given, which 
always gave her relief, and she showed complete re- 
covery, and put on condition and looked well. 

She was due to foal about the middle of June, and, 
early in July, I met the owner who told me the mare 
had not yet foaled, and about the end of July I met 
him again when he said she was not ir foal, and he 
had sent her to the horse. About the middle of August 
I saw the owner again and he told me she was home, 
having passed all her trials. I heard no more until the 
20th September, when the owner sent for me to come 
and see the mare again. She was getting very thin. I 
attended and found her very much emaciated and an 
enormously distended abdomen, particularly the lower 
portion. The day following my visit I gota message to 
say she was d Urgent business prevented me 
making a post-mortem for two days, which I then 
carried out. 

On opening the abdomen, I found it almost full of 
fluid, the liver quite yellow and friable, and, just pos- 
terior to the diaphragm, a fully developed fcetus 


completely enveloped in all the membranes, and quite | 8T@8S 


intact. On examining the uterus I could not find any 
sign of rupture, but such may have occurred, as decom- 
position was far advanced. 


Case 2. A hunter colt, with a very large umbilical 
hernia which had been previously operated on by quacks 
on two occasions. 

I cast the animal under chloroform, and having dis- 
infected the part, opened down through the sac until I 
could see the bowels. I then dissected out the sac, and 
having serrated the inside of the internal abdominal 
ring, sutured the edges of the ring together with strong 
eucalyptus tape, one continuous suture. I then re- 
moved portion of the outer skin and sutured the edges 
together, when I allowed the animal to rise. But much 
to my “ary on the colt — up the sutures 
evidently burst, and about two feet of bowel appeared, 


J | of the cart, and walked in. 


hanging pendulous. I quickly cast the animal, disin- 
fected the exposed bowel and returned it, put in inter- 
rupted sutures in the abdominal wall, much deeper than 
the previous ones, and then applied a large wooden 
ig the outer skin. This, I am pleased to say, had 
the vo of a result, the whole hernia entirely dis- 
a 

4 record this case as I have been most unsuccessful 
with umbilical hernia, having had a number of cases of 
tetanus following, alsocases where the internal abdomi- 
nal ring did not close. But most of my failures have 
been in three or four year old horses, and I shall be 
pleased to hear from the members the most satisfactory 
way of dealing with the cases. 


Case 3. A valuable hunter, about seven years old, 
belonging to a peaurious client, who, having occasion to 
move his furniture from an old residence about nine- 
teen miles away, —— the cheapest way was to 
employ his hunter, which had previously been in har- 
ness. ep a cart he sent his hunter for a load of 
furniture, and while the cart was being loaded the horse 
had a feed of oats, bran, and chopped hay. The driver 
then started on his way home, and when about three 
miles from home, the horse stopped and refused to go 
any further. He was Ea | profusely, was taken out 

saw him about twent 
minutes after his return. He was standing in his 
stable with all his legs see out under him. Head 
down, and quite wet and cold with perspiration. Pulse- 
less and no rise of temperature. I diagn the case as 
rupture of the bowels. The horse died in about three 
hours. Post-mortem : Rupture of stomach. 

I bring forward this case as this horse never at any 
time showed signs of vomition. 


Case 4. A bay mare, about seven years old, work- 
ing at carting the previous day. . 
was called to see her early in the morning, the owner 
stating she was sitting on her haunches trying to be sick. 
On arrival I found the mare as described by owner, and 
it was very difficult to get her on her feet, which, how- 
ever, we eventually did, but she soon returned to her 
old position I gave her a hypodermic of cupenins gr.1 
and repeated same in about two hours, when she ap- 
peared slightly better. After about three doses this 
mare stood up and began to look for food, and ceased 
her attempts at vomition, and next day was perfectly 
well. I may mention her pulse and temperature were 
normal throughout. 


Case 5. A valuable hunter gelding, five years ol 
lame near hind stifle, which was dropsical. This h 
been blistered about four times without any improve- 
ment. I passed a needle into the dropsical swelling, and 
drew off about two glasses of fluid. 1 then injected 
tinct. iodine, half an ounce, and repeated same in three 
weeks. The horse was in great pain for about two days 
after each injection, but after about three months on 
he became perfectly sound, and remained so, hunt- 
ing up to date, and all the swelling has disappeared, so 
that the owner refused a very large price for him. 


Case 6. A hunter gelding, aged, lame on near fore 
leg for about three weeks when I was called to see him. 
I examined the leg carefully but could not find anything 
to account for the lameness. I tried the foot without 
finding any evidence of lameness, but was of opinion, as 
I told the owner, that the horse was lame in its foot, so 
applied a blister around the coronet. Saw him in about 
a fortnight, but could not determine actual cause of 
lameness. 

Lameness in foot not being sufficient for the owner, I 
tested the horse with a hypodermic of cocaine, which 
roved my case. The owner now wished to have the 
tes unnerved, but I postponed the operation to the 
autumn when he would be required: for work ; but dur- , 

\ 
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ing the summer in a shed (being summered in) he got 
= Seen sa of the bowels and died. The owner sent 
me his foot, in which, on sawing down vertically, I 
found a long thorn which had a through the coronary 
band, and with the repeated blisters had grown with the 
horn about one-third way down the hoof. 

An animated discussion followed, in which all the 
members took part. 

The proceedings terminated with a hearty vote of 
thanks to Mr. Nolans for his excellent paper. 


The Queensland Horse Industry. 


About ten years ago a Royal Commission was ap 
pointed to consider, take evidence, and report as to 


“what steps could be taken through the medium of legis- 


lation, and in other ways, to improve the horse stock 
of Queensland. High class stud stock has been im- 
ported by the Government, and the examination of 
stallions by veterinary inspectors, in connection with 
their place upon the show grounds have been mainly the 
efforts made to assist the progress of the industry. The 
issue of new regulations in Queensland by the Stock 
Department in reference to the examination of stallions 
may not only be an attempt to create uniformity of 
action with respect to them in the Commonwealth, but 
to further the general improvement of horse-breeding 


in the State. No subsidy is to be given to any agricul- | ¥ 


tural society that makes an award to an entire horse 
three years and over, that does not carry a certificate of 
soundness, provided a parade of stallions has been 
held.— Horse and Hound. 


Administration of the Cowsheds and 
Dairies Order. 


The following letter has been forwarded to us bya 
practitioner in Ireland with a request for publication 
in our pages. We understand that it has not ap 
in the Jrish Independent. 


To the Editor of the Irish Independent. 
Dear Sir, 

A startling heading, ie. “Loathsome conditions,” 
under which you report some remarks of Mr. T. W. 
Russell, M.p., caught my eye in_to-day’s issue. 

Surely such a condition of affairs cannot have been 
such a terrible surprise to either Mr. Russell or most 
of the heads of our public departments who must be 
quite aware that this is rather the rule than the ex- 
ception. 

As you will see from the enclosed card (not for publi- 
cation) I reside in a fairly large provincial town, which 
may lay claim to possessing a good Urban Council, and 
are under a good County Council. Amongst other 
blessings we have the “ Cowsheds and Dairies Order” 
adopted since 1908. The officials appointed, with the 
sanction of the Local Government Board, to discharge 
the very important duties under the Order were the 
four re — officers at salaries of ten pounds each 
per annum, though we have a qualified veterinary sur- 
geon in the town. 

Although the Order is in operation for close on six 
ears, few, if any, reports have been sent in by the 
Inspectors, yet I venture to say, from my own personal 
knowledge of the conditions that do exist. we are ve 
little, if any, better off than the state of affairs whic 
Mr. Russell describes as “most distressing and dis- 
gusting.—Yours, etc., “ HYGIENE.” 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1911, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- 
Anthrax. [| and-Mouth | Glanders.+ Parasitic 
Disease. 


Swine Fever. 


Mange. 


Out- | Ani- 
Period. reaks| mals. | Out- 


breaks 


(a) 


Out- | Ani- Pl 

Ani- fbreaks} mals. Out- | Slaugh- 
mals. — tered. * 
a) 


Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended Feb. 7 


175. 


week in 


1913 
Corresponding 1912 


1911 


170 
246 


Total for 6 weeks, 1914 


1034 


i 1913 | 73 


di 1912 =... | 152 174 
period in 1911 | 145 


77| 1190 
35 | 890 2283. 
80 


(a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Feb. 10, 1914 


+ Counties affected, animals attacked : 


IRELAND. Week ended Feb. 7 


Outbreaks 


1913 ... 
Corresponding Week in 1912 ... 


1911 


Total for 6 weeks, 1914 


1913 ... ... ese 
Corresponding period in 1 1 
1911 ... 3 3 


15 |. 164 
126 21 | 341 


ent of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Feb. 9, 1914 


Departm u 
Norg.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


j 
(a) | _| 
19 | 22 3 7] 93) Mm] 13 61 669 
| 13 | 18 6 7] 90 11 38 358 
--- | 30 | 35 4 4] 116 14 67 | 1123 
| 124 12| 33] 51) | 690 298 | 2551 
| 21 6s | 213 | 2638 
16 91 368 | 4286 
29 iss | 213 | 
1, Lor don 6. 
1 4 30 5 34 
8 25 4 28 
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Gelatin in Microscopical Technique. 


Mr. W. Johnson, M.D. LOND., M.R.C.P.LOND., Gull 
Student, Guy’s Hospital, contributes the following to 

neet. 

At the Conference of the Sudwestdeutsche Neuro- 
logen und Irreniirzte held in Baden-Baden on May 24th 
and 25th, 1913, Professor Edinger (Frankfort-on-Main) 
showed several microscopical specimens mounted in 

latin in place of the usual mountant, Canada balsam. 

s I have had the opportunity, while working in his 
laboratory, of practising this method, I append details 
for any a may wish to make use of it. The technique 
has been developed from suggestions originally made to 
Professor Edinger by a photographic chemist, Mr. Ralph 
Liesegang, and has been worked out chiefly from the 
point of view of utilising it for neurological prepara- 
tions. It is, however, by no means confined to this par- 
— branch, but can be applied to most pathological 
work, 

Sections may be cut by any of the usual methods— 
viz., freezing, paraftin, or celloidin. They can then be 
stained in the ordinary way, and all stains are available 
with the exception of those which can be extracted from 
the tissues by immersion in water. This group of 
exceptions is not large, but, unfortunately, it includes 
Nissl’s method and all others in which the aniline dyes 
figure. Efforts which we made to fix these dyes in the 
tissues—as, for instance, by the use of solutions of vary- 
ing strength of ammonium molybdate—preparatory to 

lacing the sections in water, have proved unsuccessful. 
urther work may possibly overcome this difficulty. 

The staining process completed, the section is put 
into water and is now without further treatment ready 
for mounting. 

A few essentials must be noted. Firstly, the gelatin 
solution must be freshly made and the best results are 
only obtained when the special gelatin, as used for 
photographic plates, is employed. Of this, 10 grm. are 
taken and allowed to soak for two hours (preferably 
overnight) in 100 c.c. of distilled water. When about 
to be used this solution must be warmed to a tempera- 
ture of 50°C. by means of a water bath in order to 
render it sufficiently fluid. I[t is advisable to filter it 
beforehand, also at this temperature. 

As much of this warm solution is then gently poured 
on to the slide as can be put on without any overflow- 
ing. It is important to pour on as much as possible in 
order to get a sufficiently thick film of gelatin in the 
final result. When large sections are being treated it is 
better to keep the slide on a warm stage, and in the 
case of frozen or celloidin sections to pour on a thin 
layer of the gelatin solution first before putting the sec- 
tion in position on the slide. Larger sections still can, 
with profit, be immersed in the solution for a few 
minutes beforehand. The preparation is now left ex- 
posed to the air, and in the course of a few hours the 
water evaporates and one is left with the slide covered 
with a fine So gee film of gelatin in which the sec- 
tion is embedded. ‘This film behaves in every particular 
like the — film on a photographic plate. It is 
intensely hard, resists scratching, and can be packed 
face to face with other specimens without involving the 
risk of finding them glued firmly together, as is the 
manner of Canada balsam. Under the microscope a 
perfectly clear cates is given, and if necessary cedar- 
wood oil, for oil immersion purposes, can be used. 

The great advan of the method is the economy ot 
time and material which results. There is no tedious 
transferring from dish to dish for the processes of de- 
hydrating and clearing. Thus alcohol, xylol, Canada 
balsam, and coverslips are entirely dispensed with, and 
in addition one does away with the danger of injuring 


large brain sections by too much handling. Apparently 
specimens will keep indefinitely. Weigart-Pal pre 
tions—for which the method is eminently suitable— 
have been preserved for three years. ial sections, 
which require large slides and coverslips, lend them- 
selves to this manner of mounting. Finally, perhaps, 
botanists may find here a useful servant. Their chloro- 
phyll specimens, being untreated by alcohol, are able 
to retain their pigment unaltered, and so can be 
mounted in the natural state. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette. 
War WHITEHALL, Feb. 6, 


Recuiar Forces. VETERINARY Corps. 


The following to be Lieuts. (on probation) :— 
C. M. Stewart, G. Williamson, and J. R. Ellison. 
Dated Feb. 7. 


Hunting Memorial Fund. 


Subscriptions received up to 7 p.m., Feb. 11th, 1914 
s. d. 
Amount previously acknowledged 223 1 
Mr. Thomas A. Douglas(F), Kilmarnock ee 
Wm. Tempest Olver, Trescoe, Tamworth 1 1 
Capt. D. Macdonald, a.v.c., 
No. 2 Station, Vety. Hospital, India 
Capt. J. J. Hilliard, a.v.c., 
Remount Dept. Calcutta 10 
Mr. Wm. Willis, 60 Lillieshall Rd., Clapham 2 2 
A. C. Kirkpatrick, Vet. Dept., CapeTown 1 1 


£229 7 6 


10 


Promised 
Central Veterinary Society 
Col. Butler, A.v.c. 
Mr. F. O. Parsons, Ealing 


A meeting of the Sub-Committee of the Fund will 
be held at the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
10 Red Lion Square, W.C., on Friday, Feb. 20th, at 


7.30 p.m. 
Henry Gray, Hon. Sec. & Treas. 


23 Upper Phillimore Place, London, W. 


Cheques endorsed “ Hunting Memorial Fund” and 
ound “The London, VCity and Midland Bank, Ltd. 


Regulations made to govern importations of meat in 
the United States provide for certification as to ante- 
mortem and post-mortem inspections in the countries 
in which the animals are slaughtered. In addition the 
meat will be re by the Department of Agricul- 
ture at ports of entry, diseased or otherwise harmful 
meat being liable to rejection. Afterwards, if sent to 
packing houses, the meat will come under the inspection 
regulations applicable to those places. The report of 
the Bureau of Animal Industry, referred to no less than 
792 packing establishments, and hence has surprised 
many people even in the United States.—Live Stock 
Journal. 


Original articles and reports should be written on oneside 
of the paper only and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of writers, not necessarily for publication. 

Communications for the Editors to be addressed 

20 Fulham Road, London, §,W, 
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